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                  Famous Adventure Playground in U.K.

                   

                  You will find Lollard Street Adventure Playground nestled in a neighborhood in London. At first glance, all you can see is junk and the lack of a neat and tidy look of a typical playground.

                   

                  When children arrive at Lollard Street Adventure Playground, their little imaginations kick into full throttle. It is quite entertaining to watch them invent, pretend and create.

                   

                  The living legacy Lady Allen left is present in each of the adventure playgrounds that are all over the world. Her concept and theory of play provided the stepping stone for the creations of these “junky” playgrounds.

                  

                   

                  What a Child Enjoys at an Adventure Playground

                   

                  When a child arrives at an adventure playground, they are excited and ready to dig in and play. These playgrounds provide a productive environment to play. Children benefit from this concept of play in many ways.

                   

                  	Spontaneous Free Expression: the playground provides the space where children are free to choose their form of play.


                   

                  	Engagement in Types of Play: the playground provides endless opportunities to engage and have rich interplay with other children.


                   

                  	Exploration: children explore the playground with a variety of senses such as physical, social, imaginary, and emotional while allowing them to tap into both physical and psychological experience.


                   

                  	Social Interaction: children have the innate desire to use their imagination and a playground such as this provides the environment to do so.


                  

                  	Giving and Responding Cues: children can engage in play that is on their terms. They follow cues such as facial, spoken or physical cues using materials indicating they desire to play.


                   

                  	Participating in Cycle of Full Play: once children are done playing, their behavior or props are discarded indicating they are finished.


                   

                  	Flexible Shared Space: children create things within the playground such as forts or huts and leave these things intact so upon their return, they can continue playing.


                   

                  Mission Behind Lollard Street Adventure Playground

                   

                  The focus of this playground is aimed at supporting children and parents to have a place to play that is creative and encourages each child to be responsible for their behavior and play. Giving them space like this promotes self-expression while respecting what others have created. A sense of ownership is placed upon what they build and create.

                   

                  By giving children a place to freely play and call their own, it takes their attention away from hanging out in streets, being in a rut playing video games and becoming couch potatoes. Adventure playgrounds provide the space to exercise while engaging their minds.

                  

                  Inclusion of All

                   

                  Lollard Street Adventure Playground does not discriminate or turn any child away. All children have the right to play freely. Inclusion breaks down barriers helping children to rise above.

                   

                  Playworkers are employed on the playground who work with children and parents to ensure that every child enjoys the time of play without any challenges. The playground is a place of equality through dialogue as well as play.

                   

                  What is offered at Lollard Street Adventure Playground?

                   

                  Adventure and imagination provide the basis of play opportunities. Children are supervised by playworkers to ensure they play safe.

                   

                  There are many activities the children can do:

                   

                  	Building a hut or fort
	Ziplining
	Table tennis
	Swimming
	Climbing
	Painting
	Gardening
	Cooking
	Sports


                   

                   

                  What is a Playworker?

                   

                  Playworkers are employed within the adventure playground to not only facilitate play but to provide the resources to the children they need to create and play. These workers will assist the children to assemble, disassemble and do whatever is necessary to empower the children to play without risk.

                   

                  Why aren’t there more Adventure Playgrounds in other countries?

                   

                  Lady Allen not only lived in the U.K. but also designed adventure playgrounds which quickly caught on in Europe. However, they are slowly making their way to the United States.

                   

                  Today there are only about a hand full of adventure playgrounds in the U.S. because of factors such as:

                   

                  	Parents that are over protective and safety obsessed not allowing their children to play in an open environment like this
	Parents have their children overly involved in activities that leaves no time for play
	Fear of litigation
	Fact that play in general is declining because of video games and other technology
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Children's Rights

Peggy MeyerMay 1, 2021



Children's Rights

Children's rights are actually a sub-set of universal human rights with special emphasis on the legal rights of minors and special care rendered to them in public custody cases. This is not to say that children's rights aren't recognized as human rights, but this is a legal matter and is not something inherent in human rights. In many parts of the world, children's rights are taken for granted by the majority of society. Sadly, this means that children's rights aren't understood or acted upon by many who would benefit from their realization.



For centuries the Universal Declaration of the Human Rights of Children states that " Every child has the right to live in a peaceful environment free from violence." This is a universal declaration, meaning that it applies to children around the world. Yet, behind these words lies a long history of neglect. The failure to recognize children's rights has resulted in many children living in poverty and subjected to physical, sexual, and verbal abuse. This could even extend to neglectful and abusive marriage relationships and being married young. All of these conditions are preventable.



To be successful in the promotion of children's rights, we must develop international child justice principles to cover children's rights. These principles are needed to end impunity and promote accountability for those who violate children's rights. Without this, no amount of advocacy can change the harmful ways governments treat children. A focus on these principles and implementation by all nations, organizations, and communities can truly help resolve conflicts, prevent crimes against children, and bring perpetrators to justice.



Children's Rights Civil Society In order for children rights to be enforced, we must work to ensure their basic needs are met and children's rights to liberty rights are protected. Both need to be at the forefront of any efforts to improve child safety. Children's Rights Civil Society groups must raise awareness of children's rights abroad and advocate on their behalf. Through educational programs and awareness campaigns such as "Don't stand with the oppressor, stand with the victim," children rights defenders can be reached and help to gain universal freedom for all children.



Children's Rights International Human rights advocates must work to ensure children's rights abroad are not violated. They work with children who have been affected by armed conflict and are victims of violence that would violate their child rights. Armed conflict is a horrific thing, and should not be allowed to continue. Children's rights should be protected during armed conflict and those children that remain should be provided with the same protections given to children during peace time. Ensuring children's rights abroad are not violated and that children have access to a safe and healthy environment are crucial to their well-being and development.



Children's Rights International Child rights advocates are required by international law to actively lobby for the protection of children's rights during the course of armed conflict. They participate in seminars, join lobby groups, write articles and essays (best essay writing services reddit), testify at hearings and work with other concerned individuals. By working diligently to ensure children are not exploited during conflicts, they can benefit from wider human rights protections and a greater say in how the world rules them. Their efforts and those of other children's rights advocates strengthen the rights conventions that are already in place and will guarantee that children enjoy full rights and freedom when it comes to education, health care and the media. It is important to remember that these conventions only take effect once after an act of violence takes place. For these reasons, it is essential that we work to ensure children are not harmed during conflicts and that the human rights of children are not violated.

Read about Our Lady Allen
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                  New Perspective and New Possibilities

                  Lady Allen gained a whole new perspective on what children wanted to play with. A shiny new playground with everything in its place was not attractive to the children. Their imagination was sparked more so with nothing more than junk.

                  The parameters of these “junk playgrounds” allowed the children to dig, build and experiment. Adventure and creative play were significant factors in developing the playgrounds.

                  

                  The First “Junk” Playground

                  Emdrup, Copenhagen was the home of the first “junk” playground. Lacking any man-made structures, this playground was built with junk materials. Children played in this playground where they could stretch their imaginations.

                  Emdrup playground proved to be the beginning of many to come.

                  Moving On

                  Lady Allen went on to sell her home and moved into a new house which she renovated and built a garden around. During this time she wrote several books about gardening. Again, her attention was drawn back to the playgrounds for children.

                  

                  She began a new campaign to produce “adventure” playgrounds based on the Emdrup playground.

                  The campaign for Adventure Playgrounds

                  It was time to move forward with plans and development of Adventure Playgrounds. The process of negotiations, dealing with neighbors that did not support the idea and the fundraising presented challenges. The first Adventure Playground opened welcoming children.

                  

                  These playgrounds were at full capacity as children rode trolleys down slopes, used sticks and such to dig, creative play was in full force with an atmosphere that was friendly and happy.

                  Many more of these unique playgrounds followed and are now adopted in the design concept of playgrounds worldwide.

                  The Vision Fulfilled

                  Lady Allen’s vision to provide children with a place to play was realized. Her legacy thrives throughout the world with the theory of play that is evident in playgrounds. Children’s play had returned to a more organic root and is not forced, but rather allowed to bloom.

                  Read about Our Lady Allen
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                  Following the Passion of Gardening

                   

                  Marjory Allen (Lady Allen) was a passionate leader who carried the joy of her childhood forward in her work. Her skills and talent in gardening placed her in the eye of the public as her reputation preceded her accomplishments.

                  

                  Creation of Play Parks

                   

                  Lady Allen designed play parks throughout the world. Her vision was to create environments that fostered child’s play while incorporating her love and designing skills in gardening.

                   

                  Upon the death of his husband, she threw herself into work and the war effort as a means of distraction and healing from his death. Her best friend helped her to stay busy by planning the design of children nurseries to be established all over the U.K.

                   

                  In doing so, she became the Chair of the Nursery School Association. She and her peers developed, designed and fabricated easy to erect nurseries complete with staffing, toys, and furniture.

                   

                  The Discovery of Suffering

                   

                  During her work, Lady Allen discovered the suffering of orphan children while in the care of the state. The wretched living conditions these children were living in were not being monitored. After seeing the cruel and harsh environment the orphans were subjected to, she sought to bring about awareness to the public by contacting the local media.

                  

                  One such case of abuse these children were living under was Dennis O’Neill. He endured abuse that was fatal because of the foster home he was in and the lack of supervision from the state.

                   

                  Lady Allen wrote and published an awareness pamphlet called “Whose Children” which had factual information on the system’s failure to protect these children. As a result, a law was passed (Children’s Act 1948.) Fifty years after the law went into effect, the “Universal Nursery Education” was founded by Lady Allen.

                   

                  Following her Passion

                   

                  Marjory Allen made it her passion and life’s work to spread awareness for the advocacy of children. Awareness peaked as a result of a documentary film that was created by J. Arthur Rank highlighting Lady Allen’s children’s nurseries.

                   

                  Rank went on to make hundreds of films that were targeted towards children. These films became the foundation for the Children’s Film Foundation of which Lady Allen was Chair of. One particular film by Rank sparked a movement. His film “Double Thread” personified the plight of children.

                   

                  The Design of Play

                   

                  The success of Lady Allen’s work in helping displaced children led to the request of her becoming a part of the European Initiative. This group was devoted to finding a way to provide the security and education for orphaned children as well as those that were displaced from the Holocaust.

                  

                  Traveling through Europe with a stop in Copenhagen, Lady Allen visited the Froebel Institute to view a prospective new play area. While there she met Architect C. Sorenson.  He was unhappy with the design of the playgrounds he created. He noticed the children playing more on building sites as opposed to playgrounds that were finished, neat, and tidy. The building sites were messy with junk strewn about. It was amazing how the children loved this.

                   

                  Based on this discovery of what the children prefer to play with, he began to design playgrounds centered on what the children played with more.

                  Junk served as tools the children used to create and invent. Sorenson went on to create more and more playgrounds based on the “messy and junky” playground concept.

                   

                  Taking a bold step, he designed a playground full of junk on a small parcel of land. Lady Allen witnessed a “flash of understanding” from this junky playground.  The world of play was transformed by providing the children with what they wanted to play with.

                   

                  Creative play required nothing more than simplicity!

                  

                  Read about Lady Allen
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                  Reaching for Her Dream

                   

                  Lady Allen (Marjory Allen of Hurtwood, U.K.) built her theory on playtime for children based upon life experiences as a child. She worked with children that were not afforded the environment that fostered play. These underprivileged children did not have the secret places to create their world of imagination, and Lady Allen wanted to make that happen. Her story is such an amazing inspiration that one of my close friends became taken by her passion and started to donate a portion of his business   proceeds (http://www.plumbersofpompano.com) to non-profit child welfare organizations.

                  

                  Lady Allen’s Education

                   

                  Marjory Allen obtained her formal education at Bedales, U.K. where she immersed herself in books. She walked away from Bedales with no degree or qualifications.

                   

                  Further on, Lady Allen decidedly chose to pursue gardening which landed her at the University of Reading, U.K. Her time was limited at this university because of her rebellious nature.

                   

                  The Social Circle

                   

                  Lady Allen was introduced to the aristocratic lifestyle through her brother (Colin) who was an artist studying near London. Cafe Royale was the locale where Lady Allen and her brother were to meet his socialite crowd.

                   

                  Sporting a trendy bob haircut and smart fashion sense, Lady Allen fit right in with the high-class style of mingling. It was quite ironic how through her life, she tended to surround herself with powerful and intelligent people. Friendships were never forced with such people but were organic and naturally formed.

                   

                  The Green Thumb Gardener

                   

                  Lady Allen began to receive commissions for garden designing.  Her brother Colin invited her to join him in Rome where opportunity awaited to visit the vast gardens that blanketed the ancient city.

                   

                  It was in Rome where she began to get her ideas in how to create the beautiful gardens she envisioned.

                  

                  Marriage, Children and Family Life

                   

                  While in Rome, she met Clifford Allen who was a friend of her brother’s. Clifford was a diplomat who was a pacifist during World War I. He refused to conform to the roles placed within the armed services. While in prison the third time, he contracted TB and lost the use of one lung. This was to plague him and weaken him for the remainder of his life.

                   

                  Falling in love with Clifford, Lady Allen and he moved in together and married. Finding out that she was with child the excellent opportunity to design the gardens of Glyndebourne presented itself. She was about to embark on this gardening job and becoming a mother at the same time.

                   

                  Over time, Lady Allen and her beloved husband Clifford filled their home with children. The Allen family were somewhat liberal-minded and loved by their community.

                   

                  Gardening at the Infamous Selfridges Store

                   

                  Lady Allen was faced with the prospect of being the breadwinner for the family because of her husband’s failing health. She was hired by Selfridges Store in London as their gardener who was to transform the roof into a wonderland of greens and flowers.

                  

                  The rooftop garden in Selfridges was to be the setting for events and shows and would bring recognition to Lady Allen’s talents in gardening. During this time she and a few of her colleagues established the prestigious “Institute of Landscape Architects.”

                   

                  Little did she know, she was embarking upon the beginnings of her lasting legacy!

                  Read about Laddy Allen

                  See last post
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                  The Promoter of Child Welfare

                   

                  Her Excellency, Lady Marjory Allen of Hurtwood U.K. was an infamous advocate for children. She embodied forward-thinking about the theory of child’s play while bringing about change in society’s stance on the welfare of children.

                  

                  Who is Lady Allen?

                   

                  Marjory Allen grew up in the country on a small farm in Kent, U.K. with her parents and four brothers. The water company employed her father while her mother was a homemaker.

                   

                  Marjory’s childhood was memorable and full of play. She roamed the countryside around the farm, and she lovingly recalls the freedom she had to explore and play.

                   

                  Her father and mother were founding members of a camping group as a result from her family camping every summer on the coast. She can recall the stormy nights spent in the tent while lightning and thunder surrounded them. To divert their minds from the storm, she invented a game called “Boules.” This game involved scouring the shore for round pebbles and chunks of beautiful rocks and such. This simple game was the first of many that she created that later became part of her theory on play.

                   

                  During her time on the farm, Marjory came down ill and was bedridden. Her brothers made a contraption of mirrors to allow her to see the garden. This gave her a window to the world while stuck in bed. Not only did her brothers care about her, but their creative ideas for play contributed to Marjory’s theory towards playtime.

                  

                  She and her brothers played in the nearby ponds and fields building dens and huts and pretending to be fun and interesting characters. Their imagination was limitless in creating an alternate world within the land that surrounded their farm.

                   

                  Farm chores were more fun and play than boring for her and her siblings. The children learned the craft of growing beautiful flowers and vegetables while making butter and cheese from the milk they got from their cows. The smells and sights of the farm and country are pressed upon her memory which she treasured immensely.

                   

                  What is Lady Allen Trust?

                   

                  It was later in her adulthood that she took her life experiences, pleasures and memories from her childhood and focused on developing a fundamental theory of play for children worldwide.

                   

                  Her platform served as the foundation in establishing the mystery and enchantment that served as the basis of playtime for children. This platform became known as “The Lady Allen Trust.” A truly valuable perspective that has been adopted by parents, groups, and countries worldwide regarding playtime for children.

                  Read About Marjory Lady Allen of Hurtwood
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                  Your life was an exemplary display of passion, love, empathy, excellence, and joy. Your dedication to the welfare of children was esteemable, noble and what every adult should aspire to, for children are our future. We must teach them well and let them lead the way. You showed people the beauty these kids possessed inside. You gave them a sense of pride and in doing so we are encouraged to remember a time when everything was simple and life wasn’t so challenging. The childlike spirit is unlike any other fascinating expression of life. We are grateful and eternally thankful for your work. Your legacy, memory, and inspiration will live on through this blog!
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